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on the cover:

It can be argued that 

Aaron Peirsol is the 

finest backstroker 

in history: the cur-

rent world record 

holder at both 100 

and 200 meters is a 

seven-time Olympic 

medalist and 10-time 

world champion who 

has continuously 

rewritten the record 

book throughout 

his career. Come 

2012, he could have 

a chance to make 

history by becoming 

the first man ever to 

win gold in the same 

event (100 back) in 

three consecutive 

Olympiads.  

(See story, page 8.)
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